FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

June 9, 2008
Contact:  Leslie Corbett, 312-938-2381

ILLINOIS EQUAL JUSTICE FOUNDATION GRANT DEADLINE JULY 15

General Assembly’s budget includes $5M to support civil legal services for low-income Illinoisans

(Chicago) . . . The Board of Directors of the Illinois Equal Justice Foundation (IEJF) has released its 2009 grant criteria. The IEJF distributes funds allocated by the General Assembly to non-profit organizations that provide civil legal aid to low-income families and seniors in Illinois.  The appropriation is housed in the budget of the Office of the Attorney General of Illinois.  

An appropriation of $5M was included for the IEJF in the budget passed by the General Assembly in late May. However, the state budget for fiscal year 2009 has not yet been approved by the Governor and is thus not finalized.  The $5M appropriation represents an increase of $1.5M over the past two fiscal years.  The IEJF estimates these increased funds will serve an additional 20,000 low-income families as well as enable grantee organizations to better address the mortgage foreclosure crisis and the needs of veterans.

According to the guidelines set by the Illinois Equal Justice Act (30 ILCS 765/) passed in 1999, the IEJF makes grants in five categories: legal information for the public; self-help legal assistance programs; mediation; telephone advice and referral services; and civil legal assistance.  The Board has recommended adding veteran’s benefits, disability benefits and planning grants to its civil legal assistance portfolio. The grant deadline is July 15, 2008.  The grant year will be September 1 – August 31.

The guidelines applications are available online at www.iejf.org/grants/grants.html.  Award decisions will be made in October 2008.

Applications should be sent to Leslie Corbett, Executive Director, Illinois Equal Justice Foundation, 180 N. Stetson, Suite 820, Chicago, IL  60601.

For a list of past grant awards, see www.iejf.org/grants/grants.htm or for information on the Equal Justice Illinois Campaign, the bi-partisan effort to increase the state appropriation for civil legal aid, see www.equaljusticeillinois.org.
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