FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

August 15, 2006
Contact:  Leslie Corbett

312-499-4752
ILLINOIS EQUAL JUSTICE FOUNDATION GRANT DEADLINE 

SEPTEMBER 15
$3.5 million available to support legal aid for low-income Illinoisans

The Board of Directors of the Illinois Equal Justice Foundation (IEJF) today unveiled its guidelines for grants to be awarded in December 2006.  The IEJF supports initiatives to increase Illinois residents’ access to the legal system. The IEJF distributes funds allocated by the General Assembly to non-profit organizations that provide civil legal services to low-income Illinoisans. The appropriation is housed in the budget of the Office of the Attorney General of Illinois.  The IEJF received a $3.5 million appropriation in the 2007 state budget.
The fund distribution is also governed by the Illinois Equal Justice Act (30 ILCS 765/) passed in 1999.  Therefore, the IEJF will continue to make grants in four categories:  legal information for the public; mediation services; telephone advice and referral services and civil legal assistance.  However, guideline changes include the addition of programs that charge modest fees on a sliding scale basis as well as an expansion of the telephone advice and referral services criteria to include single subject hotlines.  In addition, it is a goal of the Board to reach out to organizations who are serving the legal needs of immigrants, particularly in the legal information for the public category.  Also, the Board will exhibit a preference for funding legal information projects that are statewide or which will be developing materials or models that can be replicated throughout the state. The IEJF Board encourages applicants to submit proposals that highlight innovation, efficiency, sustainability and strategic partnerships.
The deadline for submission of requests is 5 pm on Friday, September 15, 2006.  Grant decisions will be made on December 12, 2006. Copies of the guidelines and applications are available online at http://www.equaljusticeillinois.org/foundation/grants.html. 

Completed applications should be sent to Leslie Corbett, Illinois Equal Justice Foundation, 111 N. Wabash, Suite 2018, Chicago, IL  60602.  Applications should be sent via mail or messenger.  Applications will not be accepted by fax or e-mail.  

For a list of past grant awards or for more information about the IEJF, see http://www.equaljusticeillinois.org/foundation/grants.html.
###

